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dgrecment’
betwieer
thie Yslamic Republic of Iran
and
the Republic of Tajikistan
o

Mutnal Legpi Assistance in Criminal Matters

Preamble

The Islanfic-Republic of Iran and the Republic of Tajikistun
(hereinafierveferrad to asthe “Comgracting Parties”);

Guided by-the traditional friendly relations between;the to
countries; .
Desiring to impiove he gffectivéncss bi bt wowmnries in
the investigation, prosecution and suppression of all typies of urirfie
-and tracing, restraint, Torfeiture or-confiscation ol the procucds uhd.
instruments of cfimé; throogh Gooperation amd mutual fogal
‘assistance in Srithing! matters;

WILLING mw.sireripiben existing rélations betwesn tho two
Contracting Pafties on the basis :of the principles of nativnal
soversignty, non-interference itthe internal affairsof each Party and
prolection of mutual interests;

Have agreed ag follows:

Asticlé
Scope ¢l applicition

1. Under this Agreement, ihe Contracting Partics shall,grunt each
othet the widest mesisuré-of mutual Icgal assistance in criminal
matters,
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2. The Contracting Parties shall exchange Informatiog on. [ihal
sentences rendered againgl thénatipnals of the-othier Cantiacting
Party.

3. This Agiégment shall bé withoul préjidics fo othet abligitions
‘between the Confiacting, Parties pursuam o dthei treaties or
Arrangembnis or oifierivise, shall not pievent the Contracting
Parties' br thicir Taw Enforcement Agencies: fiom providing
assistande to-dach other pursuant to.other treaties orarrangements:
4. Thig Agrcement shall also apply to any requests for mutual Jegal
assistance relating to zcts or-omissions commitied before its antry
into-Force,

Article 2
Definitions.

For the putposerof this Agréement:

1. “Crithinal matters” means investigations, inquiries, tridls or viher

praceedings felatihg1oan ullense greated by any Taw enforceable

in the réspeciive Contructing Pariies.

R. “Crfiminal maitets” ghall also includs investigations or

‘proceedirigs télating to ofiénses concerning taxation, dotes,

customs and international transfer of'eapital or payments,

3. “Ausistance” shall inglude:

a) measures o locate, resirain, forfeit «or comfiscate the
proceeds.dnd mstruments of crime:

b) taking of evidence and obtaining of statetrents'of porsons:

¢) ptoviding of information, documents dnd other toiofds,
including crimingl nid judicial records;

d) location of pergohs - and o'bgacts, includiing théir
identifiédtion;,

t) scarch and seizune:

f) delivery of property, and lending of exhibits;

g) making detsined persons #nd others. available 1o give
evidence or assist investigations;

H) service of documents, including documents sctking the
atendance of persons; and |
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2.

D olher assistance. consistent with 'the -objeetives of this
Agreciient;

. “Proceeds of crinie” dneans any propéfty it iy deriveq. or

fealizgd direcily or indiréctly by sy pérson from commiissitn an
olfencéof the value of arfy suth propetty.

“Property” includes foney and all kinds of hiovable bor
immévablo, fangitle or intangible property, md indludes any.
interest in such propeity.

“Configcation” means any measures resulting in the deprivatiorr
of praperty by conchusive decision.

“Instrument of crime” mcans any properties which, are used or is
fntended to: be used in cpnnection with the commiission of an
offence. .

. “The restraint.of progeity” méaﬁStatn} measure for the prevesiion

of déaling in or trarisfer or disposal of pioperty.

Arlicle:3
Lentral Authorities

Redquests for assistance under this Agreement shall be- made
through the Central authorities of the Contracting Parties.

. For the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Central Anthority is the.

Ministry of Justice; and. for the Republie of Tajikistan, the
Central Authority is the General Prosccutor's office of the
Republic of Tajikistan,

Article.4
Contént of Réquedts

Requeats for assistance under this. Agregment shill be.mirde in
writing, However, in urgéit Sircuimstahecs or whére tthefwise
permitted by tic Requesied Contratting Paity, requicsts-may be
msde otally bul shall be confirtied In writing. immediatdly
‘therealter. '
Requests. [or assistanco shall inchude a statementofs




& o

a) the name of the competent aythority conducting. the
nvestigation or proveedings 10 whieh thixeques) jélatesr

h) the gatiers, including the televédt facts afid laws, to Wwhich
the investipdtion or proceedings relates:

¢). the purpbse for whith thi requost is mado and the ‘trature of
the assistance sought;

¢) deails of any particular procedure.or requiremsnt that the
Requesing Contraciing Party wishes te be followed;

e} any-time limi within which compliance with: the request is
desired;

f) the identity, nationa)ity and location-of the person or persons
who gre the subject of the investigations or procsedings)

g} in the case of request for thetaking of evidenceyr search and
seizure, a statement ndicating the bagis for the bellef that
evidemnce may be found in the jurisdictiod of the Requested
Casitracting Party;

h) in the case. of & Yequest it take evidence from d persom, a
statemefit as to whether sworn or affirmed sfatements are
tequired, and & description of the subject ‘matter o the:
evidence or statement sought;

i) in the case of lending of exhibits, the person pr tlass of
persong wha will have cystody of the exhibit, the place to
which the cxhikit is to betemoved, 4y test to be contlucted,
and the date By which the-exhibitwill be retutned;

J) it the cuse of making detained persdns availdle, thixPefson
ar ¢lass of persons'who will haye custody duritig the wansfef,
‘the plate to whith {ho detaitied person is lo bertransferred'and’
the deto of that gericii ‘s return;

k) the need, if any, tor-confidentiality-and the; reasons.thereof:
and

. Ih the case of requests for restraintior forfeiture of proceeds or

Instruments of crime, where possible;

a) g detaled deseription afthe proceeds or Instrumentyinghuding
their locationt ‘ '

b) a statement describing thebasis for beliel that the mpigys-or
properties are the proceeds or ipstrunients of ¢fime; and
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¢) a statement describing the evidence thdl would be gveilable
fora proceeding in'fhe Requestgd Contracting Party.

4. Thi Requestet Contficting Party shal] fidt féfuse 10.4%ecute el
requedt Bolely because it doéd hol<include all of the infGrfiatdon
described under tHid article if it ¢an oftdrwize he execuied
according to the laws of theRequested Contradting Pasty.

5. If the Requested Contracting; Rerty considers that additional
information is needed to-enable the request to be dedlt with-thet
Partyrnay request such sddilional information.

Arfigle 8
Execution f Request

1. Ruequests for asgistance shall bé exevited in degordance with the
Yasv¥ of the Requgsied Colitracting Pavty, fnd ity beréxectited in
any minner spedificd ln the.request, if nol intompelibli.with the
laws of thie Requested Confracting Party,

2. The Reduested Tontracting Pakty shall, upon request, inform the
Requesting Comtacting Party of any tircumstances whigh are
likely to cause a significant delay in execution vftho rbguest.

3. The Requested Contracting Farly shall promptly inform the
Requesting Uontracling Party of a decjsion of the Requested
Contracting Party not to comply in whole or in part withra request
foragsistsamee, or topostpone execution and.shall give.rgasdng for
that decision.

Article 6
Rafugal of Assistuance

L. The Requested Contracting Parfy may refuse theassiStance il
) tho oxcttioh of the request would impair ‘its soversignty,
Seourity, publi¢ osder or other essentisl interests;
b) ‘the execution ofreguest would be.contrary-to the constitution
and domestic laws of the Requested Contracting Party.
¢) lhe reguest sesks restraint, forfeitwre or confiscation of
procesdsor nstruments of grime which had it popurred within
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the jurisdiction-of the Requesied Conifbtiihg Party; would'ndt
have.ticdn .a crime in respect of which a:confiscation order
could huve been méde., ) '

d) thé réquest relates to anf offericg in rogpeet gfwhich lhe scoused
person hdd heen (inally sequitted orpardoned,

2. Bofote refusirmg to grant ¢ request for-assislance, the Requested
Contracting, Party shall consider ‘whether sssislance friny- be
granted subject to such conditions.as it deems necessary. If.thie
Requesting Contracting Party dceépts ‘assistante siibject to
conditions, 9t shnll comply with them. '

Axteiele?
“Trawimission 6f Doenrien?d anid Objecty

1. When. the request for assistance concerns the transmission of
records and dpouments, the Requested Contracting Party may
fransmit certifiad trug copies thereof; unlcss the Requesting
Contracting Party expressly requesisthe originals.

7. The original vecords dr'Bocuments and e objett transmitted tg
the Retuesting, Conitacting Party shall be yeturned (O e
Requested Contoaeting Paity as'sSonas pogsible, upon the gl
request.

3, Insofar ws nol prehibited by the Taws of 'the Requested
Confracling Purty, -documents, object and zecords shall be
trassmitted In g form-or accampanied by such certification as
may be requested by the Requesting Contracting Party ifrordes
to make them adniissible acoording to the laws of the Réquiesting
'‘Contracting Pasty: )

Article 8
Taking Eviderce in the Requested Contracting Party

1, A person, including s person’in pustody, requested to testify-and
produce documents, resords or other articles in the Requested
Conracting Party may’ be compelled by summons/ warrants or
any-other order ofn compotentauthority to appear and testifyand
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producg guch documents, recdfds, and ‘other aficks, in
atcordance with the liws 01 The Requésted Contracting Farty.

2. Subject w0 the Laws of thé Requested Contracting Purty.

Cotiimissiohefs, other officials of the' Requastig Coritracting
Party and persons concerned in the proceédings inthe Requesting
Coniraciing Pasty shall be permitied to be present when evidenee
is taken in the Requested Contracting Party and to participate in
the taking of such evidence.

3. The right to participare in the taking of pvideénce includes the

gight to have legal reptesentative pregent questions to witncasés,
The porsons present pt the cxettibn df 8 roqudst may be
permittet! to thake'a varbatity transeript-of the progdedings and
the ube, of technital dugans to mdke such & verbalim ansedyit il
allowetl Uy the eourt of compélent authdrity.

Atficle D
Avatlability of Persons v give Evidence or Assisfance

1. Bither of the Contracting Rariies roay requost that a person be
made available to estiy orto assist in an investigation.

2. The Requested Contracting Party shall invits the person to
assist in the investigation or to appear ag a witnesg in the
progecdingg.and séek that'person’s concurrence Thireto. That
person shall be informed of any oxpenses and alloyvancés
peiyable,

Aftiie L0
Making Dietnineéd Pefsond svailible {o give evidenonworassist'in
investipation

l. A peryon in cusiody in the Requested Conlracting Party may,
at the request of the Requesting -Contracting Party, be
termporarily trans ferredt 1o the Requesting Contracting Party to
assist in investigslions or procgudibgs. provided ‘that the
person consents ¢ that transfer and there are no overriding
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grounds against wansterring the persopn. If the prrsoirobjecs
to the transfer, Article 8 applies.

2. Where the person traifsferred is requiréd to B8 Kept ih tustody
wider theé Jaws of the Reguested Confiacting Pérty, the
Requesting Contracting Perty shall hold tHat person in
Sustedy snd shall return the person in cusiody at the
corcludion of the execution of the request.

3. Where the sentence imposed expires; or where the Requested
Coniracting Party advises the Requesting-Contracting Party,
that the transterred person is ne longersequited to betheld in
custedy, that person sholl be set.at libertyend be trented us
pereos present, in the Reyuesting-Conmracting Party putsuart
to & reguest secking that person’y attendarice,

4. An‘imprisoncd persdfhiiiy not be traniferved, J¥ such transfer
shall have the efféce of exwiling the furation ©F hiy
ithprisonment. '

Aritele 11
Sufe Condace

1. A person present in the Requesting Contracting Party in
response to o request seeking that person’s attendance shall
not he. proseculed, detained or subjected to -anmy other
restriction of pepsdnal liberly I the territory of thiat
Contracting Party foriny zets or omissions whigh preceded
that pérson's depatturerfronythe Requested Contrgtting Party,
qor shall thet perdon be -obliged 1o givo cvidéncd in any
proveedihy citier thig the procettings fo which the request
'relotes,

2, Paragriph 1 of thib &dticle shall cease:to apply if a.person,
beidg free wlenve the Requesting Contraciiug Patty, has not
Jeftit within & perfod of 30.days aller being officially notified
thal; his attzndance s no fonger required or having left thal
teriiiory, hay volummarily returned.
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3. Any-person who fails to appear in the-Requestifig oniraclivy

Party may not & subjected 1o ahy -sanction gr.Compulsofy
heasure. in the Reguésted Contracting Party.

Article 12
Proceeds and Tnstruments of Crime

The Wequested Contrscting Party shall, upen request
endeavor to avcertain whether any proceeds oringuruments of
a crime are located within its jurisdiction and shal] notify the
Requesting Gontrasting Fatty of theresults of itninquirics,

& zequest niay be mads Tod usdistavcd in Wetiring the
forfeiture'of confiscation of firadeeds or instrufrehls of drime,

‘Burh tssistance shall be given in-iccordande with the laws of

e Reéquesied Conlracting Party by whalovir micans
appropriste. This may include glving effect 1o an.order made
by & coust or other competent authority in the Requesting
Contracting Party or subiniting the request 1o a competent

authority for the purpose of seeking n forfeiture or

corfiscation arder iwthe Requested Contracling Party.

. A request may be mede for assistance in the restraint of

propasty for the puipote of ensuring that it Is -available to
satisfy st ordar-for the rséovery of prodeeds or Instrumerits.
Procecdd or instrurients forfelied orbonfiscated purstant 1o
this Agreement ghall atciud i the RequeSted Confracling
Party, unleds otherwise agredd,

Ariisle 1%
Seareh snd Seizurs

The Reqriested Contracting Party shall varry out requedls (br
seaich; seize -and delivery ©f any items and -dottuments, in
accordance with domestic laws provided the request comains
informulion that would ustify such action.
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TheContracting Pariies iy request & Adcument{G-tertify the
comainuity of tusfody, the. identity of the {rems &hd ey
of its condifion.

: The Reqtested Contracting Party may requiiré e consent of

the Requesting Contracting Party ‘to the conditions that the
Requested Contracting Parly deems necessary to protect the
rights anil interests of third partics in relation to the transftrred
itemy and documents, If suclr consent is not obtained, the
Reguested Corteatting Pary may réfuse to éxdowns the
requedy;

Avticield
AuBlstanee in Conflyed Bun Procedures

. The Contraviing Pdrtfes sfialt provide each othér with, legal

assistancs on Jdentifying, locating, seizing, restraining and
confiscating items, ﬂmumems, financial assets and: other
proceeds-as well as instraments of crime inaccordance with
the domestic lawe of the Reguested Contracting Party.

If i i known that Hems, docnments, money and othef
pmucmx as Well us, inszuments of the crime that are gubjeet
to $elzure, restraint or confiscation, are locatéd in the territory:
of ppe of the Contraciing Parties, the dther Party dpay be
inforrndd thevest,

v [P the Corripting Party sb informéd has jtrisdiction bver the

rhitfer, it will déélde whether the action is agceptable and
make o decision "in acvordance with its domestie law, und
ersure hat the oiher Conmacting Party will be-aware of the
actions (at m:ed m b taken.

Leged assivlance in identifying, locating, seizing, restricting
und cunfiscating the provseds and instruments of the crime
shall be earried out in an agreed rnanner.




 Acrdicle 13
Reguests for Aggets Sharing

1. The Conracting Partiey shsll give priorify to-thg refurd of
assets, instriménts and -proceeds of crithes provided. in
Arficies 13 and 14 of this Agréemeni. Howevér, the
Contracting Parties, within the framework of their domestic
laws, may-consént {o the nssets sharing in accordance with the
provisions of this Agreernent in each specific case:

2. 4 vequest for assets<charing shall be submitied no later than
one yaar Bom o date of the final confiscation order, nriless,
in exceptional cases, the Contracting Phrfics Have atereed
atherwise.

3. The Wpquestsd Coftradtihg Pazty, upon. request, for asSatd
shating, Sext inacsordarice With the-pravisions dfuhdy Article,
shill;
gy consitle? whethér w0 share the-assets; and ,
by fifoem ihe Requesting Cortiacting Party of the outcome of

thesconsideration,

4. Th approprizle cases, where there are bona lidethird Parties or
idontl fiable vickims, chasiderstion of theirrights (o'asséts may
takz precedence over the assets sharing heiween the
Contraeting Pastics:

Abticle 16

SPIUNINPR 4§ O
Aggity Bhodng

. If @ Contraciing, Pasty proposes asict ghiaring, with the other
Contragting Paviy, it shell:
B} determnine by mytual agregment of the Contrécting Partics,
the proportion ofaszots 1o be shared; or otherwisé.
b) transferthe smoust squivatent o f’ifty percent of the value
of the confiscated.assets according to.Article 17.
2. The Contrgsling Ladies spree that itmay not be gppropriate
to'share the-gssets wher the valuc of theconfiscatedussets is.
lese than Tive-thonsand Eurog.
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Articie 17
Payient d"Shared Assets

1. Unless otherwise mutually agregd by the Contfactinlg Parties.

any-emowtt {ransferred in accordance with Paragraph | (6Yof
Article 16 ot this. Agreement shall be paid:

ay inthe currency of the Requested Cortracting Party,

1)) ‘r:iy means of an; 2lecteonic transfer of ﬁ.mds or.check.

2. Péyment of any such amount shall be made to the approprists

offico or to the account indicated by the. Reguvsting
Contragiing Pevty.

Aridcie18

Confidentiality nnd Limitstion of Use

The Requésted Contractilly Pawy mdy require, alter
consultation with the Reguesting Contracting Party, that
infuitngtion or evidénce be kept confidential or Be disclose or
used onty subjject to sucli termsg amd conditions as it may
‘specify.

. The Requesited Contracting Party shall, to the axlent

raquested, keep vontidential & request, its contents, supgorting
dacurneniy apd any action taken puysuart (o the requesteseept
o the zxent nevessary 6 excouts it

3. The Requesting Contrgering Party shall 'not digélose of use

Infortnation oy wvidence fumished fif puiposes Hitier than
thbse stated o the réquedt ot provide 3t €9 any third Pasty
withcut shie prise written consent of the Requesied
Convtaciizg Tarty. |

furtiche 12
Adthentieation

Bvidencerar documents trarsaitted parsuant Lo this Agreament
shall s reguireany form of authentication, savewagis specified
in Article?.




Article 20
Language

Requests énd supporing docyminisshiall be inthelargugge of
the Requesting Contracting Parly, kccompanied By d translation
ifio oae ofthe officlal langvages of the Requested Contratting
Party or inlo English, unleas atherwise agreed.

Article 21
Costs

1. The Requested Coniractlng Party shall meet the cost of
gxeculing the roguest for asiistarce, except that the
Requesting Contracting Pearty shull hoar:

B) the pxpenses associaled With vonveying any petserd or
detdined persons to ilve éviderite o assilimdedo ot from
the territory of thic Rbquestéd Cottracting Pdéfy at ('
reguess of the Requesting Contrasting Pérly, wnd wny
expandes paydtle o fhar person while in the Requested
Contacting Paty pursuant 1o requests under Arlieles 9 or
10 of this Agreement; and

b} ihie expensey and fees-of expents sither in the Requested
Conwaeting Purty-or the Requesting Contracting Party.

2. If it becomes spparent that the execution of the request
requires-expenses of an extraordinary nature, the Conliracting
Parties shall consult io detgrmine the terms and conditiohs
under which theeroguesred assistance can he provided,

Article 22
Amendment(s

This Agrocment srgy be amended by matual written gpmsent, o
both Contrgeting Raties atany (ine; the amendments-shall entel
into force i scvordunce with the procedures presoribed in
Article-25.
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Artiche 23
Consulintions

The central Authoritigs of the. Cofitracting Parfies shall consult
at, tifnes mutually agreed for the best ihplementition and
inferpreiation of this Agreement,

Artlele 24
Settlemeut of Disputes

Any disputeacising oupof the impletnentation and injerpretation of
this Agrecment shall bs seitfed through mutual consuhation, and
negotiation between thie Cortracting Pardes.

Auriiele 23
Entry inte Foree

This Agrisement shill b subjeciio ratilication i accordanct with
the.constitutional provedurssin forcedinboth Contracting Parties and
it shall become effectivetrom the date of the lsat notification. by
which either Congracting Parly shall inform the -othgr Contracting
Paity ‘that all the necessary legal procedures for entry into force of
the Agreement. liave been fulfilled.

Article 26

v

Hinol pravisieny

Thig Agesement has been coneluded for an indefinite period of time.
Either of the Contracting Parties may terminate this Agresmentby
biving a noticd i writing through diplomatic channsls at ety time,
Termination slysl) ke effectsid nicuihs after the date of the Yeceipt
of thenotification. However, iotiihation 67 this Augesmghnghalt oy
affect ‘nny proccedings commeinced prior to the notification or the
requests vécelvad during the st [T) mugth notificstion petiod.
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IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the undersigned, being duly authorized
by their réspestive Guvetnments, Have signed (hig Agreement.
Do wi vehrih on 9* Khordid 1401-according to Iranidn calendaf
coriesponding g 30% May 2022. in two originals each - efsian;
'Tajik, and English lariguagés;all the texis being equally authientic.
In the event of any differences of inierpretation, the Hnglish téxt
shall prevail,

For Fopr
the Ietomic Repuplic of Iran the Republic of Ta%ikié:tan
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