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AGREEMENT BET;VEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF [RAN AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ALGERIA
ON CUSTOMS COOPERATION

PREAMBLE
The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and The Government of

the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria and hereinafter referred to as
"the Contracting Parties”;

CONSIDERING the umportance of accurate assessment of customs

duties and other taxes and of ensuring proper enforcement by thetr

Customs administrations of prohibitions, restrictions and measures of
- control 1n respect of specific goods; '

CONSIDERING that offences against Customs law are prejudicial to
the security of the Contracting Parties and their economic, commercial,
fiscal, social, public health and cultural interests;

RECOGNIZING the need for intemnational co-operation i matters
related to the application and enforcement of their Customs laws:;

CONVINCED that action against customs offences can be made mare @ ,
effective by close cooperation between their Customs administrations

based on mutually agreed legal provisions;

HAVING REGARD TO the Recommendations on Mutual
Administrative Assistance of the Customs Cooperation Council:

HAVING REGARD TO international Conventions containing
prohibitions, restrictions and special measures of control in respect of
specific goods; '

Have agreed as follows :




CHAPTER
Definitions

Article 1
For the purposes of this Agreement;
(a) "Customs administration" shall mean-

in the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria. the General Directorate
of Customs. and in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRICA);

(b) “Customs claim” shail mean any amount of customs duties that
cannot be collected in one of the Contracting Parties;

(c} “Customs duties” shall mean all duties, taxes, fees or any other
charges which are levied in the territories of the Contracting Parties in
application of customs law, but not including fees and charges for
services rendered;

(d) "Customs law" shall mean any legal and administrative provisions
applicable or enforceable by either Customs administration in connection
with the importation, exportation, transshipment, transit, storage and
movement of goods, including legal and administrative provisions
relating to measures of prohibition, restriction, and control, and in
connection with combating money laundering;

{e) “Customs offence” shall mean any violation or attempted violation of
customs law;

(f) “information” shall mean any data, whether or not processed or
analyzed, and documents, reports and other communications in any
format, including electronic, or certified or authenticated copies thereof:

(8) “Official” shall mean any customs officer or other government agent
designated to apply customs law;

(h} "Person” shall mean both natural and legal persons, unless the
context otherwise requires;

(1) “Personal data" shall mean any data conceming an identified or
identifiable natural person;
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(j) “Requested administration” shall mean the Customs administration
from which assistance is requested;

(k) “Requesting administration" shall mean the Customs administration
which requests assistance;

() “Requested Contracting Party” shall mean the Contracting Party
whose Customs administration ig requested to provide assistance.

(m} “Requesting Contracting Party” shall mean the Contracting Party
whose Customs administration requests assistance.

CHAPTER I
Scope of the Agreement

Article 2

1. The Contracting Parties shall through their Customs
administrations provide each other with administrative assistance
under the terms set out in this Agreement, for the proper
application of Customs law, for the prevention, investigation and
combating of Customs offences.

2. All assistance under this Agreement by either Contracting Party
shall be provided in accordance with its legal and administrative
provisions and within the limits of its Customs administration's
competence and available resources.

3. This Agreement covers mutual administrative assistance between
the Contracting Parties and is not intended to have an impact on
mutual legal assistance agreements between them. If mutual
assistance is to be provided by other authorities of the requested
Contracting Party, the requested administration shall indicate
those authorities and where known the relevant agreement or
arrangement applicable.

4. The provisions of this Agreement shall not give rise to a right on
the part of any person to impede the execution of a request for
assistance,




Article 3

The two customs administrations shall set up the coordination circles to
enhance their administrative cooperation and especially in the areas of
exchange of experience and training of their agents.

CHAPTER 111
Information

Article 4
Information for the Application and Enforcement of Customs Law

I. The Customs administrations shall provide each other, either on
request or on their own initiative, with information which helps to
ensure the proper application of Customs law. the prevention,
mvestigation and combating of Customs offences. Such
information may relate to:

(a) new law enforcement techniques having proved their
effectiveness;

(b} new trends, means or methods of committing Customs
offences;

(¢) goods known to be the subject of Customs offences, as well as
transport and storage methods used in respect of those goods;

(d) persons known to have committed a Customs offence or
suspected of being about to commit a Customs offence, in the
condition of the Article 2 para2;

2. On request, the requested administration shall provide the
requesting administration with information on -

(a) whethergoods imported into the territory of the requesting
Confracting Party have been lawfully exported from the territory
of the requested Contracting Party;,

(b) whether goods exported from the territory of the requesting
Contracting Party have been lawfully imported into the territory of
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the requested Contracting Party. and the Customs procedure, if
any. under which the goods have been placed.

. Either Customs administration shall, in making inquiries in its national

tertitory on behalf of the other Customs administration, use all means
available to provide the requested assistance.

Article 5

In serious cases that could invoive substantial damage to the economy: public
health, public security or any other vital interest of the other Contracting Party,
the Customs administration of the other Contracting Party shall, wherever
possible, supply information on its own initiative without delay.

Article 6
Information for the Assessment of Customs Duties

I Assistance provided under this agreement shall on request,

N

include the provision of information to ensure the correct
determination of customs value.

On request, the requested administration shall, without prejudice
to Article 20, in support of the proper application of Customs law
or mn the prevention of Customs fraud, provide information to
assist the requesting administration that has reasons to doubt the
truth or accuracy of a declaration.

Article 7
Notification

. On request, the requested administration shall take all necessary

measures to notify a person, residing or established in the territory
of the requested Contracting Party, of all decisions taken by the
requesting administration in application of Customs law
conceming that person, that fall within the scope of this
Agreement,

Such notifications shall be made in accordance with the
procedures applicable in the territory of the requested Contracting
Party for similar national decisions.

S

H.




Article 8
Recovery of Customs Clajms

I. On request, the Customs administrations shail afford mutually
assistance in the recovery of Customs claims. provided that both
Contracting Parties have enacted the necessary legal and
administrative provisions at the time of the request.

I3

Assistance in recovering Customs claims shall be arranged in
accordance with Article 22 of this Agreement.

Article 9
Surveillance and Information

On request, the requested administration shall, to the extent possible,
maintain surveillance over and provide the requesting administration
with information on:

(a) goods, either m transport or in storage, known to have been used
or suspected of being used to commit a Customs offence in the
territory of the requesting Contracting Party;

(b} means of transport known to have been used or suspected of being
used to commit a Customs offence in the territory of the requesting
Contracting Party;

(¢} premises in the territory of the requested Contracting Party known
to have been used or suspected of being used in connection with the
commission of a Customs offence in the termitory of the requesting
Contracting Party;

td) persons known to have committed or suspected of being about to
commit a Customs offence in the territory of the requesting
Contracting Party, particularly those moving into and out of the
territory of the requested Contracting Party.




Article 10
Controlled Delivery

The Customs administrations may, by mutual arrangement in accordance
with Article 22, permit, under their control, the movement of unlawtiul or
suspect goods out of. through., or into their respective national territories
with a view to investigating and combating Customs offences. If granting
such permission is not within the competence of the Customs
admunistration, that administration shall endeavor to initiate cooperation
with the national authorities that have such competence or it shail
transfer the case to those authorities.

Article 11
Experts and Witnesses

- On request, the requested Contracting Party may authorize its officials to
appear before a court or tribunal in the territory of the requesting
Contracting Party as experts or witnesses in a matter related to the
application of Customs law.

Article 12
Joint Control and Investigation Teams

1. Contracting Parties may establish joint control or investigation
teams to detect and prevent particular types of Customs offences
requiring simultaneous and coordinated activities.

[

Such teams shall operate in accordance with the law and
procedures of the Contracting Party mn whose territory the
activities are being carried out,

CHAPTER VI
Communication of Requests

Article 13

I. Requests for assistance under this Agreement shall be addressed
directly to the Customs administration of the other Contracting
Party. Each Customs administration shall designate a contact
point for this purpose.




2. Requests for assistance under this Agreement shall be made in

writing or electronically, and shall be accompamed by any
information deemed useful for the purpose of complving with
such requests. The requested administration may require written
confirmation of electronic requests. Where the circumstarices so
require, requests may be made verbally. Such requests shail be
confirmed as soon as possibie either in writing, or, if acceptable to
both Customs administrations, by electronic means.

. Requests shall be made in a English language. Any documents

accompanying such requests shall be translated, to the extent
necessary, into English language.

. Requests for assistance under this Agreement shall include the

following details:

(a) the name of the requesting administration;

(b) the matter at issue, type of assistance requested, and reasons
for the request;

(¢) a brief description of the case under review and the legal and
administrative provisions that apply;

(d) the names and addresses of the persons to whom the request
relates, if known;

5. Where the requesting administration requests that a certain

procedure or methodology be followed., the requested
administration shall comply with such a request subject to its
national legal and administrative provisions.

. Original documents shall only be requested in cases where copies

would be insufficient, and shall be retumed at the earliest
opportunity. The rights of the requested administration or of third
parties relating thereto shall remain unaffected.




CHAPTER VII
Execution of Requests

Article 14
Means of Obtaining Information

l. If the requested administration does not have the information
requested, it shall initiate enquiries to obtain that information.

[N

If the requested administration is not the appropriate authority to
initiate enquiries to obtain the information requested, it may, in
addition to. indicating the appropriate authority, transmit the
request to that authority.

Article 15
Presence of Officials in the Territory of the Other Contracting Party

On request, officials designated by the requesting administration may,
with the authorization of the requested administration and subject to
conditions the latter may impose, for the purpose of investigating a
Customs offence:

{a) examine, in the offices of the requested admimstration, documents
and any other information in respect of that Customs offence, and be
supplied with copies thereof:

(b) be present during an inquiry conducted by the requested
administration in the territory of the requested Contracting Party,
which 1s relevant to the requesting administration.

Article 16
Presence of Officials of one Contracting Party at the Invitation
of the other Contracting Party

Where the requested administration considers it useful or necessary for
an official of the requesting administration to be present when. pursuant
to a request, measures of assistance are carried out, it shall inform the
requesting administration.
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Article 17
Arrangements for Visiting Officials

i. When officials of either Contracting party are present m the
territory of the other Contracting Party under the terms of this
Agreement. they must at all times be able to fumish proof of their
official capacity.

2. Official designated by the requesting administration to be present

in the territory of the requested Contracting Party. as provided for
in Articles 15 and 16, shall have a purely advisory role.

3. They shall, while there, enjoy the protection accorded to customs
officials of the Contracting Party to the extent provided by the
laws in force there, and be responsible for any offence they might
commit.

CHAPTER VIII
Use, Confidentiality and Protection of Information

Article 18
Use of Information

[ Any information received under this Agreement shall be used only
by the Customs administration and solely for the purposes of this
agreement except in cases where the Customs administration
supplying the information has authorized its use by other
authorities or for other purposes,

2. Any information received under this Agreement shall be treated as
confidential and shall at least be subject to the same protection
and confidentiality as the same kind of information is subject to
under the national law of the Contracting Party where it is
received,
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Article 19
Confidentiality and Protection of Personal Data

. Exchange of personal data under this Agreement shall not begin

until the Contracting Parties have mutual agreed that such data
will be afforded a level of protection that satisfies the
requirements of national law of the providing Contracting Party.

In the context of this Article, the Contracting Parties shall provide
each other with their relevant legisiation concemning the protection
of personal data,

The annex shall be considered as an integral part of this
Agreement.

CHAPTER IX
Exceptions

Article 20

. Where any assistance requested under this Agreement may

infringe the sovereignty, security, public policy or any other
substantive national interest of the requested Contracting Party, or
prejudice any legitimate commercial or professional interest. such
assistance may be declined by that Contracting Party or provided
subject to any terms or conditions it may require.

Where the requesting administration would be unable to comply if
a similar request were made by the requested administration, it
shall draw attention to that fact in its request. Compliance with
such a request shall be at the discretion of the requested
admunistration.

Assistance may be postponed if there are grounds to believe that it
will interfere with an ongomg Investigation, prosecution or
proceeding. In such a case the requested administration shall
consult with the requesting administration to determine if
assistance can be given subject to such terms or conditions as the
requested administration may specify.
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Where assistance 15 declined or postponed. reasons for declining
or postponement shall be given.

CHAPTER X
Costs

Article 21

. Subject to paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Article, the costs incurred in

the application of this Agreement shall be bome by the requested
Contracting Party.

Expenses and allowances patd to experts and witnesses, as well as
costs of translators and interpreters, other than Govemnment
employees, shall be bome by the requesting Contracting Party.

If the execution of a request requires expenses of a substantial or
extraordinary nature, the Contracting Parties shall consult to
determine the terms and conditions under which the request will
be executed as well as the manner in which the costs shall be
bome.

CHAPTER XI
Implementation and Application of the Agreement

Article 22

. In applying this Agreement, the Contracting Parties shall take the

necessary measures to ensure, to the extent possible, that their
officials who are responsible for investigating or combating
Customs offences maintain personal and direct relations with each
other.

The Contracting Parties shall establish a Customs Cooperation
Committee, chaired by the general directors of the two customs

administrations, on the request of either contracting
party. this committee will meet altemately in Algiers and
Tehran for:

a) Supervising the implementation of this Agreement;
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b) Strengthening technical cooperation and the exchange of

experiences in customs matters, particularly in the area of
traming:

c) Exchanging the laws and other customs regulations,

CHAPTER XII
Territorial Application of the Agreement

Article 23

This Agreement shall be applicable in the territories of both Contracting
Parties as defined in their legal and administrative provisions. H.

CHAPTER XIII
Settlement of Disputes

Article 24

1. Any dispute between the Customs administrations conceming the
interpretation or application of this Agreement shall so far as
possible be settled by negotiation between them.

2. Disputes for which no solutions are found shall be settled by
diplomatic means.

CHAPTER XIV @
Final Provisions

Article 25
Entry into Force

This Agreement shall enter into force on the first day of the second
month after the Contracting Parties have notified each other in writing
- through diplomatic means that the constitutional or internal requirements
for the entry into force of this Agreement have been met.

13
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Article 26
Duration and Termination

[. This Agreement is intended to be of unlimited duration but either
Contracting Party may terminate it at any time by notification
through diplomatic means.

ba

The termmation shall take effect three months from the date of the
notification of denunciation to the other Contracting Party.
Ongoing proceedings at the time of termination shall nonetheless
be completed in accordance with the provisions of this
Agreement.

Article 27
Review

The Contracting Parties shall meet in order to review this Agreement on
request or at the end of five years from the date of its entry into force,
unless they notify each other in writing that no such review is necessary.

IN WITNESS. WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized
thereto, have signed this Agreement.

DONE in Tehran on mordad, 22* .1387 cormesponding to August, 12%.
2008 duplicate m the Farsi, Arabic and English languages, both texts
being equally authentic. In case of dispute over interpretation, the
English version shall prevail

é %(’/

For the Government of vern
The Islamic Republic of Lran The People’s Democeath Republic of Algeria
SEYYED SHAMSOLDIN HOSSEINIT MURAD MEDLCI
Minister of Economic Af¥airs and Finance Minister of Foreign af¥alrs
14
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ANNEX
BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DATA PROTECTION

. Personal] data undergoing automatic processing shall be :

(a) Obtained and processed fairly and lawfully;

(b) Stored for specified and legitimate purposes and not
used a way incompatibie with those purposes;

(c) Adequate, relevant and not excessive in relation to the
purposes for witch they are stored;

(d) Accurate, and where necessary, kept up to date;

{e} Preserved in a form witch permits identification to the
data subjects for no longer that is required for the
purposes for witch those data are stored.

Personal data revealing racial origin, political opinions or
religious or other beliefs, as well as personal data
concerning health or sexual life, may not be processed
automatically unless domestic law provides appropriate
safeguards. The same shall apply to personai data relating
to criminal convictions.

Appropriate security measures shall be taken for the

protection of personal data stored in automated data files

against unauthorized destruction of accidental loss as well
as  against unauthorized access, alteration or
dissemination.

Any person shall be enabled:

a) To establish the existence of an automate data file, its

remain purposes, as well as the identity and habitual
residence. or principal place of business of the control of
the file:

b) Te obtain at reasonable intervals and without excessive

delay or expense confirmation of whether personal data
relating to him are stored in the automated data file as well
as communication to him of such data in intelligible from.

¢} To obtain, as the case may be, rectification or erasure of

such data if they have been processed contrary to the
15




provision of domestic law giving effect to the basic
principles set out in principles 1 and 2 of this Annex:;
d} To have a remedy if a request for communication or, as the
case may be, confirmation, rectification or erasure as referred
to ion paragraphs (b) and {c} of this principle is not complied
with.

S.1. No exception to the provisions under principles 1, 2 and 4 of
this Annex shall be allowed except within the limits defined
here after principles:

3.2 Derogation from the provisions under principles 1, 2 and 4 of
this Annex shall be allowed when such derogation is provided
for by the law of the Contracting Party and constitutes a
necessary measure in a democratic society in interest of;

(a) Protecting State security, public safety, the monetary
interests of the State or the suppression of criminal
offences;

(b} Protecting the data subject or the rights and freedoms of
others.

5.3 Restrictions on the exercise of the rights specified in principle 4,
paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) of this Annex may be provided by law
with respect to automate personal data files used for statistics or
for sscientific research purposes where there is obviously no risk
of an infringement of the privacy of the data subjects.

6. Each contracting party undertakes to establish appropriate
sanctions and remedies for violations of provisions of domestic
law giving effect to the basis principles set out in this Annex.

7. None of the provisions of this Annex shall be interpreted as
limiting or otherwise affection the possibility for a contracting
party to grant data subjects a wider measure of protection than
that stipulated in this Annex.
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