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Charter of the
The Developing-8 Organization for Economic Cooperaticn

Preamble

We the Member Swanes of the D-8 Organization {or Evonemic Cooperation;
comprising of the Peuple's Repdblic of Bangladesh, Arah Republic of Egypi,
Republic of Indonesia, Islamic Republic of [ran, Malaysin, Federal Republic of
Nigeriz, Istamic Republic of Pakistan, and thz Republic of Turkey:

BEARING In mind the Istanbul Decleration, through which the Developing-3
Organization, hereinafler celled D-8, was esieblished on 15 June 1997,

CONFIRMING their adherence 1o the principles ond objectives siated in the
Istanbut Declaration;

RESOLVING tu further soengihen the deep-rooted historical effinities that exisi
womg the Member Staizs and their peoptes for cffective cooperation in ell
spheres for schieving their common econamie goals of developmeny;

DETERMINED w meke collective endeavors for the welfare of their people for
uplifting social and economle conditions, in pasicytar, 1owards the elimination of
poverty and {0 achieve hightr stondards of living;

DESIROUS to esmblish a strong framewotk of ccomomic coopermtion for
devclopment covering 1l areas of activitics end geared to the improvement of the
sconomic and social indicators thal would being qualitative change in the Lves of
ihe peaple in the Member States;

COGNIZANT of the need (o strive for a global internztionsl ecanomic and
finencial system based on universei membership, consultation, accountability, and
nlso the cffective participetion of the developing countrdes in the internatonal
decision-tuaking organization and instinctions that effect the entire internatonal
systers, including in panicular the sencems of the developing countrizs;

DEDICATED to develep #nd Forpe closer economic cooperation townrds
schieving benefit from regiona] economic groupings and ufilizing the collective
economic posential for gaining sdvastages frem soch cooperaticn For 81l Member
Sinlex;

COMMITTED w forge a common eppranch on the part of the developing
tountries in their trading relations with the developed world, locludiog, {nter alia,
through eSons towards the estsblishment of equitable truding methanisms,
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iclusive of policies and measores ensuring martke! noenys such s climination of
tariff and non-Lanifl barriers: oot

REAFFIRMING their adherence to the principles and purpasss of the Charter of
the United Nalions, as a busis for frultfil cooperstion, and to strive for the
democtsiization of incernstinnal deciston-meking sppwwts end mechanisms
towards the achievement of 2 just internations! order besed on the nle of Iaw mad
universally acoepted principles of internationa) law;

. RECOGNIZING, with apprecialion, of he achievemems thus for by the
Organization and its existing modatities, and further aspiring to work in an
institutional mammer towards the full renlization of the van potcntial of the
Membsa: Coumtries, individustly es well as collectively, for further socio-
ecopomic conpetatian and sustainable sdvancement;

REITERATING their desite for the further expansion of fuidu! cooperstion o
the widest possible range of fields within the D-8 comamumity end elevating their
respective [evel of development 1o o highsr league aleo with the ultimate objeetive
of playing a larger role in U plobal cconnmy end the process of giobolization;

RESDLVING to éxpand and sireagthen Sonth-Sonth cooperstion end enhance
active participation in regional and global ecenomic fnstintions;

EXPRESSING their resolve 1o ersire environmenta) sustalmabillty in their pursuit
of Rag-term developmenit and global pannership in the efforts tsowands the
realization of the inemnationaily agreed davelopment gonte;
UNDERLINING the essential role of good geverzenes and the rule of faw, a1 both
Astional and [ntemationat | evels, for custained, inclusive and equitsble growth and
development;
RECOGNIZING the need to srengthen the legal and instirutions] Samework of
the Organization, es o ir‘crgovernmiental institation, and 10 furtha codify
requisiie principles, rules and values;

HAVE AGREED cn the following urticles:

Chapteri
Objecttves nnd Principles of Coopreraifion
Objectlves




Article §

The Objectives of 5-8 arc:

{n) To promote and enhance jotn effons iowards echleving sustginable socio-
economic development through effective utilization of economic and social
potentiats of D8 countries;

{b) To promore welfare, ailevinte poverty, od 1o imprave guality of life of the

prople of
D-8 caunvrics,

{c) To-furtser strengthen economic, social, technical end scicntific ties within the
D-8 comraunity;

(&) To prompols privale seclor pofivity, through, inter alis, encoursging
cooperetion between chambers of coromerte ond industry, joint investments
between private companics and public-privee partrership, towards achieving the

long-term goxl of belanced natioral deveiopment in the D-8 countries;

{c} To sueagthen cooperalion with other countries, rogioral and internationsl
organizotions, as well as ponwgovemnmenial organizations, with a view s
prometing the concerns and intereyts-of the developing eounmies;

() To work towsds pliylng en effective role in fhe global economy
COMIRNSurRie with its coliective potentlal and enpacity.

Principles and Scope of Cooperailon

Articie 2

[, The Member States undentake (¢ cocperate in confomily with the Istanind
Deelarstion and -this Charter, #3 well rs in Jine with the past end future decisions
of the Organization.

2. Coeperation within 1he framework of the Organizaticn shall be baszd on sueh
principles as fratemnity, pezce, dislogus, justice, equelity, rule of law, and
democracy.

3, The provisions of ihis Chevier shall ooi adversely affect the bilmersl snd
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mukiawial prersgaiives and commitmens of the Meraber States emanating from
thelr membership in other mgianal ond intemational organizations and from other
intermational sgrecments ¢ which 1hey erc pacties.

4, Member Stars shalf scule ai) disputcs arising from economic interection
between them und o between 1heir private sectors Hrangh peaceful means and in
2 friendly tnarmer in sccordance with esteblished priocipley.

S. Cooperation will compriss, inter elia, tade, industry, eommumication and
information, finance, benking, joint imvestments, cusloms, insurance and
privaiization, agricutture, sural developmeal, erergy, mioes and mincrals,
trensportation and logistics, migranl workers, micro finsrnee end remittances,
science and technology, poverty slleviction snd human resourses devel opment,
cavicorment, kealth, tourlsm, and humenitsrian assistance, and other possible
prens as decided by the Council of Ministers or Summits, and political
consultation and coordination at the regjonal and intemztional fora.

Chapter H
Membership
Arlide 3

1. Members of the D-8 e the righ founding countries which arc already
deened to be Partics to the present Charter and other sintes which oray sccedo in
the firure i the Charfer-in encordimee with Article 3{2).

2 The present Ciovter shall rewsain opee for eccesssion by say Member
Siare,

3. Any developing country Member of the United Notions sharing common
affisities and Fricndly refofions with the founding membess, and waderaking to
ghide by the objsctives and principles of the D-8, as s forth in the presem
Cherter, rmay spply throogh the Secreimy-Genesal 10 becomne & member of the
Organization, Subject 1o a2 Tepomaneadation of the Counci] of Ministers ard the
approval, by consensus, of the Summit, the Qrganipston mzy admil sych
countries a5 members. Membership shall be effective vpan seccssion by the
applying country to the present Cherter through submistion of instrament of
ratificstion to the Secretarial

4, Under this Charter, Member Siaies shall have equei rights end ebhgations.
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3. Member Swtes chall ecoepr, respecy, end take al] necessary measures to
cffectively bmplememt the provisions of this Chater £ad 10 comply with il
obligations of membership,

Observers
Article 4

L. The Organjzation, based on (he reegmmendaiion of the Commission and
subject to the consengns decision of the Council of Mimisters, may aimit end
grant a3 obssrver mny staw Member of the United Nations adhering to the
purposes and princlples of tie Orgendzation, as sof forth in the present Charter,
and willing to meke 8 practicel ond valuable contribution to its work and goals.

2. The Orgepization, diszd po the recommendation of the Commizsion and
subject 1y the consersns of the Coemeil of Miristers, may admi: =nd grent
observer swans (0 other repionsl or internationzl organizations.

3,  The Organization, based on the recommendation of the Commission and
the consensus of Lhe Council of Ministers, may admit and grant abserver atatus to
non-govemmenta) orgunizationy from Member States speciabzing io e priority
arcas of the work of D-8.

4 Upon the recominendation of the Commaission, obsziver Status may be

suspended or terminered hy the Council of Minisizrs, The suspension or
termination shall take effzct immediately ofter notifidation has been given to the
state.

5. The Council of Ministers shatl decide upun the nature of imeraction of te

obsarvers dusing the essiony of the Organization and for thelr imetnction with the
Orpanization end with the D-B Scerctariat Io the rules on the observes suatus,

Chepter 11
Pdncipa! Organs of DB

Article §

L ‘The Principal Cigans of the D-8 Organization for Ecoromic Coaperation
shall he:
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Summit of Heads of State of Oovernment

Sutnmit of Heads of Stute or Goveromeni
Artiele 6

"{,  The Summit sha) comprise the Feads of Siate or Government o[ Member
States and shall funciion as the supreme omgan of the D-§ Organization.

2 The Summit will deliberete zod decide upon the pollcy and guidelines on
all matters (@ achieve the objectives of the Orpanizaton snd may detiberate my
fssuc cutmidered importan by the Member Stetes,

3. The Summit is convened once every two years n the teritory of one of
the Mcmber Surres by roution. The Summit decides, through consuliations, upan
the 4ol and venwe of its nexr mheéeting.

4, The Agendn of the Summit will be prepased by the Councit of Ministers
with the essistance of the Commissicn ond the Secretariet. :

Council of Mintsters
Artlele 7
1. The Cowuncil shafl comprise the Ministees of Forcign Adfais of the
Member Stoles. & fusctions in Aceoedance with fhe guidelines snd policy
direciives of the Summit.
2. The Council acts a5 & forum for comprebensive defiberation and
consideration of elf the iasues before Gye Orgonlzation end Is-cornpeient to tke il
dectsions £5 a body under the midance of the Summit
3. The Counzii shall cevisw reporis submitted by the Coszmission and adopt
recommendations and dedsions to be submined to the Summit. It may delegalc to
the Commission any ek it Ry deem neceossary.

4,  The Council shall be responzible for the preparation of all offieint
documents to be censidered by the Summit,

5. The Council shell meat once & vear of more if necsssary in the temitory of
Memnber Stare Chaimun in office or tny Mémber Sty or other pleces o be
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agreed upon. There shall be a Council meeling before eack Summit

Commiswian
Article 8

1. The Commission is the exseusive organ of thz Orgenization and funcdons
under the guidance of 1he Counci of Ministers,

2 Tre Covmnivsion shall comprize of senior officials ffom Ministries of
Farlgn Affairs, preferably at smbassudorin) rank, appointed es Cormmissioners by
their respective povemments.

k3 Each Commissioner fuactions es prlomz!l focet pomt in histhet fespective
cuntry,

4. The Cemrnission shall present ihe repont of its activittes 1o the Councit and
shull niso submit to $he Council the draft Provisionsl Agenda, drafi Work Program
far the Council and the Summit, end draft declsfons and doclerations for tho
Sumrmit.

5. The Commission shall establish Sipnding Coommitess and Ad Hoc
QGroups, a1 aod when nscessery, cxamine dheir reports and supervise their
activities,

6. The Commission shall meet at Jeast twice a year; oace itmedintaly before
the Council, The Commission may convent spocislexmondinary meetings, us
and whep necessary, 1o consider the issues mandated by the Council of the
Summil.

1. The Convnission shelt adopt its own Agenda and Programim: of Work on
the basls of the decislons ma direetives of the Councii and the Surnmit,

Secreturiat
Article Y

i, The Sceiariat shall iniilee, coardinate, and monitor the irplementation
of oll D-8 notivifies and mectings related 1o the principal organg and technical
meetings. Overall responsibilities, functions tnd sther issvcs governing the daily
sctivities of the Secrcteriat are covered by Steff Regulstions.

3, The Secretasiet sholi comprise o Sutretary-Georral who shail be the Chief
Administrative Gificer of the Crganization zod such staff a5 established in the
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Statitory Docunient aed &b determined by the Crganimiion.

3. The Secretary-Genernl thall e sppainted on recommendation by the
Caunsil of Ministers by ¢ensensus from wrong the mtionals of Member Sty
god wpproval by the Summli for & non-renewable fonr-year tetm In accordance
with the princigle of ratatien in alphahstic onder with due consideration for
eompetente, integrity and enperience, The Secretary-General will be of the rmk
of Ambassador in the diplomatic servicn of the Member Sure,

Arilcle 10

1. The Secretary-Geners] shall perform the following responsibilities:

s Coocdinate and harmouize the work of the Organization, insluding, intst
alig, effective followsup of e koplementeiton of recommendations end decisions
of D-8 principal organs;

b. Initiate, propose end repari o the principe! organs ealters that mey serve
or impair the ohjectives of the Organization;

5 Shall nssisi the host country in the preparsrions for the meetings of te
Sumrait, Couneil of Minisers. and the Commisslon 1o the =xieat of preparation of
the agends and progrumme of weork in coordination with the Member State
holding chair of the Organization;

d. Shall zssist the host ¢ountry in the preparstion of D-B meetings to the
exient of provision of suck services as preparstion of dmft sgenda, progrmme of
work, dzeisions, recommendations and dectarntions. Reports of aif meetings shal}
be prepered by the hast country, in consaftetion with the represeniatives of the
Secretariat attending the meeting, end officially transmined o the Scoretur{at
inmrediately afier sdoption {or circaietion umong Membxr States;

c. Prepars the working papers and memorenda to fmplement decisions 1aken
by the Summbi, Council of Minisiers and other scctored ministerial mectings;

1 Organigze with the essistance of Member Bletes tochnical and sectoral
meelings and activitics;

g Preparethe programme of work gnd the annual budgel of the Secretariat;

h,  Facilitate 20d coardinate comnimication, covsuhintions eni exchange of
information among Member States ao il inatters falling within the purview of the
wark of the Orgunization and of importance 1o Member States;
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i. Perform any responsibillty entrusted 1 hlm: by the Summit or the Coundcil
of Ministers;

J Submit smval repent w the Councll of Mizisters acd a bicnnisl repen to
the Summil 01 the work of the Organization:

k. Propose the establishment of subnidiary and or ad hoe bodiss for
advencing the goals of the Organizatian.

Artlele 11

In the performapee of their duties, the Secretary-General, mé the suff of the
Sevreiarint, ghall aot séek or accept [nsmuctons from any govermment or acthority
other than the Orgemzation. They thall refrain from toking any action that may be
derirnental to their position a8 interagfions! civil servants responsivie only to the
Organizarion. Member States shall respect this exclusively remational characrer,
and shall not seck 1o influzhce them in eny way in the discharpe of their duties.
The terms of ervice of the saff mambers thall be gaverned by stall regulations ,

Represeniation of the Secretariat
Articie I3

1. The Secretary-Oahtal shall atfend al) the meetings of the principal orgurs
along with the necessary steff and shafl niske aral sigtements and submit written
staternents/reparts, and when required, offer clarificotion on  issues under
deliberniton.

2. 1n the ebasnce of the Scerctary-{ieneral in any mesting of the principal
ompans, the designated represcriative shall represent him and meay make oral
staroments, and when required, offer clurification an issees under deliberation,

3.  The Secreisry-Genered shall reprosent the Orgeplzation in exacrmal
telatiosz, He may also degigooic member(s) of the staff w0 represent the
Qrganization wherever spproprivte.

<. The SesretaryuGentral may dispaich one or more of the staff to ettend
wehaical mestings.




Chapter IV
‘Technital Mestings
Artiele 13

L, Member Stateg shall host techaical meetings such es sectoral minlsedal
meetings, working proups, workshops, forams, high leve! technicel officlaly,
roundtables, and task forcesvomprising senior experts in arder w cxchange views,
discuss, negotinte, and make praposals on D-8 fickds of sctivity and ereas of

cOoperaiion.

2 Termx of references of all technical mestings shalt be defiied by ths host
souniry end agreed by Member Sunes before lotding 2och mectings.

3 “The bost coumry shall prepere, jo conschation with the Secrctaziat, the
repon of ell techzical mieciiogs and subenit same to the Commission withairt delny
Yor considertiion, reconmendation, and follow up.
Chapter V
Chairof -8
Article 14
{,  The Member Staie hosting the Summit shall assume the D-8 Chair and
shall exer: its wimont «Horts io gromete the objectives of the Organizition uatl
the pexi Summit.
2. Tae D-8 Cheir shall preside over sll meetings of the principal orpans and
teehnical mestings. For ell D-8 meetings, {he representative of the next chair may
function as co-cliir of the meeting,
Chapter VI
Rules of Procedure
Officlat Language

Article 18

English shall be the official langusge of the Orphnizetion in all mectings,
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documents aod corvespondence,
Agends
Artlete 16

L. The Secreterim shall prepare, in consuhation with the D-8 Chair and the
host country, the draft sgendn far oll meelingy of the principal erpats of e
COrganiantion,

A Fot 2] other D-§ mcctings, excopt 3 mentioned in parmgraph 1 sbove, the
hostcounay shall prepare the Agenda, Programme of Wark, Terms of Reference

and Adminisrrative Ameogements and provide them to the D-8 Scoretariat for
sircuterior af fesst one mornth prior to the mecting conoemned.

Conduet of Meetings

Articde 17

1. The mestings of (a# principal orpans shalt be governed by the Rules of
Procedure of the Organization.

2z The presence of a simple mejordy of Member Smtes constinngs the
quorun for D-§ meetings.

i Extracrdinary meetings of the Commission, Conncil and/or the Sumsmit

can bz held upou: the requett of Member States. One or more Member 5ietes may

ptopose the convening of nn extrzordinery mecting of the Conenission, the

Council gndfor the § . The praposal shall be forwarded 1o the Chairman i

Office ot Jeact 30 days hefore the praposed date of the mesting together with the
supporting documents explsining the rationale for such 2 roceting, The Chairmen
in Office shall circulsie the proposal to the Member Staies together with the ;
suppoding decuments, The eximordinary meeiing shafl be convened urless AL’
Jeast one Member Stawe tiises an chjection within. 7 days after the roceipt of

rotification. The extaordinery meeting shili be cohvensd in the temitory of the

requesting Member State with the consenit of the Chairman In Gffice.

4. Moctings of the principal organs of the Organizxtion take place in the
terrilary of Mersber States by roendon. Therefore, eny Member State shall be
eligible to host D-8 teshnicel mesiings, The modality of hosting such smeetings
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shall be decided by the Cammission.

Decigion Mallng
Artheko 1B

L Alidecisions in e Summit, Cotneil, and the Commission shall be taken
by comsensus.

2 Decisigns in technical D& mestings, may be teken by the stmple sajority
of members present and voting. In case of divargenee of views, Member Stae(s)
comeemed may resord theirpositions or exercise the sight of reseyvation.

Chapicr VIl

External Kelatlons

Artiche 19

). D8 mey esieblish aumualiy beneficial collsborsfive refationships with other
nates, regionsl or imemstions) organizations, institutions, and non-govemmental
organizations with 3 visw to establishing pasteerships and/or initiating joimt
projects. The amture xnd extent of such collsbomtion shall be determined by the
Cornzil of Mint siers by consensus.

2. Representetives of ses, imornational and regionzl orpanizetions, institutions,
of non-governmental Stganizations may be invieed to the inaugura) and/or clesing
ceremonies of e Semmis ppon the nitfative of the host cauntry subject to prior
notificarton of all Mesriber States.

Chapter Vﬂl
Seitlemen? of Disputes
Article 20
i. Io case of .a disputa betwees two or more Menbher Stotes concerning the
interpretation or application of this Charter, ihe Parties to the dispute shall consut
and. if necossary, shall bring the dispute to vhe attention of the Council for
considerstion and appropriate decision The Sccretary-General may also be

cansulted or requested 1o urx his good oiees.
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2. In cae= of & serious breack of the Charter or non-compliance, the maner ahall
be referred to the Summit for considerstioe end appropriate decision.

Chapter IX

Budget snd Finapce
Budget

Article 21
1. The budge: of the Secretaria shail be financed through the contributions
of the Member Starey based on: the scale of aszessment established by the Council
of Ministers.
i “The Financial Regulations of the D-8 Secremsizt” shull govern ull manters
setaied to the budgel and finsncs. Any emeadmenti of these regulations thall
requice proper Councit considertion end decision.
3. The Secretnris shalf prepare the budget for wach year before the end of Marh

of the previons yeor and shell submiit it o the Comemissioz for its censideration,
ndoption and récommerndation to the Cotmeil for final approval.

Voluntary Contribuotions

Anrticle 22

Coasisterd with the Objectives snd Principles of D-8, volunlary and/or project-
based contributions from D-B Member Swiles, other courtries. interastional
organizalions, institudons, private  corpoations, or  noa-govermmcoin
organizmtinns, are welcomed, Tre secossary modalities to govern the management
of such contributions ghall bz sdepisd by the Councll upan recommendation of
the Commission. The Jinds shall be subject 10 gudit and inspection in the same
mumer o5 the regulnr budget of the Orpanizaiion.

a0 W_y:‘"“’




¢ e ——— o AA———-

Chapler X
Eegal Proviblom
Legal Perroniality of D-8
Ariicle 33

D-8, as a9 ioiezpovernmental organization. shall enjoy e legal personality and
capeciny.

Priviieges sod Imvmuaities
Arfleic2d

1. D-8 shall enjoy in the lerritories of Member States such legal pessonality and
privileges and immunities ey are necessary for the exercise of i fimctions and
fubfillment of its purposes und objectives.

2. The privileges and immunitics of the Sccretariat staff in the host country shafl
be 1aid down in the Headquarizrs Agreement.

3. Representatives of the Member Sutes and officials of the Organization shall

enjoy such privileges end immunides at leid down in the Headquanters
Agnernen‘l.

Withdrawsl
Ardicle 25

1. Ay Mcmber Sie mey withdraw from the Orgenizstion through official
notification of the D-8 Socretarist

2. Withdrawa! skall take effect st the end of the financial year of the notification
dae, Alf obligations shall remain valid unei their complete fulfillment

Chapter XI

Amendiments

Article 26




1. Any Member State may propose mvendmenis to the presest Charer
through the Seceetariat. Amsndmenis to the Charter shall be made by the Couneil
upon recommendation of the Commission,

i Amendments 10 the present Cherter shal! come into force for ol members
‘when they have been adopted by consensus of the members of the Council and
mtificd in accondince with their respeclive constitutions! processey of alf
Members of the Members of the Counsli.

Chapter XIT

Finel Provisiony
Arficle 27

1. The Charter shall be mtified by the Member States in accordance with their
respective constitutional practices and the Instrament of Ratifieation sbafl be
depasited with the Seoretarist, The Seererariat shal) officinlly inform the Mezber
Staies upon the receipt of each Instrunient of Ratifization,

2. The Charter shafl enter into force on the firtt day of the month folicwing the
datz ihe Secretariat receives Instnuments of Rwification of five Member Stases,

3. For cach Member State, which rtified this Charter after the date af jts eniry
inta force, ax provided in prrugraph 2, il shall emter into forez on the dete of e
deposit of the Instrument of Ratification by that State,

4. The present Charfe: is drawn up in one odginal copy fn English.
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IN WITNESS WHEROF, the tndérsigned, being duly suthorized io that effect,
have signed this Charter.

Done o lslamabad, Pakistas, on the 22° day of Novembér 2012 in English
language ini one eriginal copy,

P Ry

For the Peopls’s Republic of Banpladesh

For Malaysia

Fot the Federal Republic of Nigeria

For the Islamic Reputlic of PMHM ‘

For the Repubtic of Twrkey /PL—-* A A —
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