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STATUTES OF THE HYDROGRAPHIC COMMISSION OF THE  — /v ¥

ROPMESEA-AREX

(RSAIIC)

ARTICLE I: THE COMMISSION

a)

b)

The Regional Hydrographic Commission for the ROPME Sea Arca is constituted in

_conformity with Administrative. Resolution. T1.3- of the luternational” Hydsographic
 Organization ([HO), attached as Annex A, and shall be governed according to these

Statutes.

The geographic Region covered by the Comumission shall be the ROPME Sea Areq,
iflustrated at Annex B, hercafter referred as "the Repian®.

ARTICLE 2: MEMBERS

a)

b}

c)

Full Members of the Commjssion shall be THO Member States within the Region who
are signateries of these Statutes.

Associate Membership is open to any non-tHO Member Stte within the Region who is
a signatory of these Statutes, Other Members of the THO whe contribute o the safety of
navigativn throngh twic activities in the felds of hydrography, nautical charting or
nautical information it te Region and are signatories to these statules may be accepied
as Associate Members. Associate Members have the same rghts and obligations as the
Full Members of the Commissiva except the right to vote or (o be elected Chairman,

Other (HO Member States who are nol signatories to these statutes but who coniziburs to
the safity of navigation by their activities in the Gelds of hydrography, nautical charting
or nautical infonnation in the Region, or organizations active in the above field in the
regron maybe invited to paicipate as Observers. Observers can pari¢ipate in the
discussions and in the working groups set up by the Commission but shall not have
voting rights.

ARTICLE 3. AlLNS

a)

b)

The Cammissian, which is an integrul part of the IO and which promotes the aims of
the Qrganization at the regivnal level, shall have an advisory, scientific and

technological charactee ttshall not exert any avthority avec Ure hydrograglie services or-

tstiitivs responsible for hydroyraphy and navigation of the Member countries and its
actiaties shalk not extend o matters concening political issues.

Particular aiing of the Commission are:
To promote safety of navigation twough technical co-operation and vaining in

the domain of hydrographic survering, marine cartography and nowtical
nformation, -

A

. . -~z

.



To &:czinﬁne in its area of interest, matters with which the THO is concemed,
avoiding any interference with the prerogatives of the Intemational
Hydrographic Durcay (IHDB) and of any other bodies set up by the HO.

To stimulate alf countries of the Region to expand their hydrographic activities
and to encourage them to seek advice and technical assistancs from the tHB and
cther organisations in order to strengthen their fiydrographic capabilities,

To facilitate the exchange of infonnation related to surveys, reseasch and/or
scientific and technical development to assist in planning and organizing the

in national responsibilities.

To co-ordinate and implement the INT Chart Scheme for the Region and to
monitor its suitability. : .

To carry out studies and projects through working groups of the Cormumission or
as a working group of the [HO when decmed necessary.

To exchange information abawt prosision of services for GIS applications of
iy drographic data.

ARTICLE 4; ORDINARY VMEETINGS

a)

b)

¢}

d}

c)

The Commission shall hold an ordinary mceting int a country of the Regicn at least twice
between two successive ordinary sessions of the intemationat | [ydrographic Confercnce

{UHC).

The Members shall be represented at the meetings by the heads of the Hydrographic
Authorities or their nominees or, where such servicas do not exist, by heads of national
authorities responsible for hydrogmphy and navigation,

The presence of at least ong-half (%) of the Full Mcxﬁbers of the Commission shall
gonstinute the necessary quorumn to hold the meeting.

An invitation tc attend the mecting shall always Ue sent to the Directing Committee of
the [FB,

. The Chainnaa shall invite those countries of the Region that ars not Members of the

Commission aund the Co-ordinators of adjacent INT-Chart Rerions o send
represgatatives to attend the Commission meetings as observers. Any Members may
propose to Ure Chairman the invitation of technicad experts as vbservers.

The number of participants shalt be not zxceed more than 3 per country pending
availability of host country's facilities.

ARTICLE 3: CHAIRMAN

a)

Thie meetings of Ure Comumission shall be presided over by its Chairman. The Chairman

stall be Gom a Full Member Swie of the Comumission, elected on a rotational basis.

. “ . hi
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.. iydrographic activitics in the widest sense of the aims, but without interference,



‘Therefore, those Full Members desirous of chairing the next mestiog shalt put-forvard——

b)

€)

Y

their candidature during an ordinary meeting. Priority shall be given to 2 country which,
has not yet chaired a meeting, or to the one which had not done so for the longest time,
In cases of equal priority, a secret ballot shall be held with the decision being taken bya
sitple majority of Full Members present. The Chuirman shall take office six monts
before the date of the meeting.

in the interval between meetings, the Chairman shall assume the Secretariat of the
Comumission and shall see that all matters arising are addrrssed by comespondence. The: -

‘Clrirman shall “also prepare 1 complete report on the activities pecformed by the

Commission during his term and shall submit it as the fiest item of the Agenda for the
next meeting. ,

The Chaiman will report Uie activitics and future plans of the Commissiou to the
relevant sessions of the IIC and make contributions to the THO Annual Repart
Between IHC sessions, repons of studics or other activities which may be considered of
general interest to all (HO Member States should be reported by the Chairman 1o the
IHB for general dissemination.

In case the Chairman of the Commiission is ceplaced fom office at the relevant Service,
the successar shait become the new Chaiman.

ARTICLE 6; DATE AND YENUE OF MEETINGS

a)
b}

c)

Date and venue of the next ordinary meeting shall be agreed at cach mesting,

The Chairman elect of the Comuission shall make arrangements for hosting the next
meeting ina country in the Region.

The hast country will assist with the arrangement of authorizations and visas, so as to
facilitate areadance at the weeting.

ARTICLE 7: AGENDA OF MEETINGS

a)

The propesals considered by tte Members, to be included in the Agenda of 2 meeting,
should be sent te the Chainnan for the next ineeting at least four (4) months i advance

,of the date agreed for e commencement ofthe meeting,

. b}

c)

4)

The Chairman shall prepare the Provisional Agenda in consuitation with the Mermbers at
least two (2) months before the mecting,

The Agenda shall be adopted by e Commission at the beginning of each meeting.

The Commission can madity the order of discussion of the different items of the
Agenda duting the mceting, '

Proposals of any Member wirich are not considered in the Agenda shall be submitted o
the Chairman and, witlt the agreement of tie Members, shall be incarporated in the
Agenda for considenatian,

' \
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ARTICLE 3: RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS

a) “Fhe-resolutions-and-decisions of the miceting shall be adopted by the sinple majority of

its Full Members present and voting. Votes in favour shall be indicated by a show of
hands, In case of an equal number of votes (tie), a second vote shall take place after
listening 10 the comunents of the represeniativ 2 of the [HB.

b) The Chairman shall prepare a writtea text of the decisions taken on cach item of the
© Agenda each day and shall see to it distribution to all the participants for the next day.

gy ' = Each Full Member has only ofie voie.

) At the end of the meeting, the Chairman shall read the text of the resolutions and
decisions taken,

ARTICLE 9: CORRESFONDENCE

a) The Chairman shall send, within tvo months afBles the closing of the meeting, one (1
copy of the Drft Report regarding the discussions and decisions taken during the
meeting 1o cach of the Full Members for approval, and for Associate Members and
Observers far comment. The Full Members shall scnd back their approval or any
ameadiments within two months afler its reccipt. Alter this period the report shajl be
deemed to have been approved and decision shall be put o effect. Any objection shall
be resoived by correspondence. A signatire page shall be circulated to obtain fimnl

approval.

b) A copy of the Final Repart of the meeting shall be sent to the Full Members, Associate
Members, Observers and the IHB.

ARTICLE 19: EXTRAORDINARY MEETINGS

a) The Chairman may convene an exuaordinary meeting of the Members of the
Cowmission when their representatives are assembled for a session of the IHC, iaviting
others qualified to attend as observers. '

b) - nthe case of wgent matters, which cannot be treated by conespondence noc can be
. . delaved for the next meeting, the Chairman, in agreement with at least 1/2 cf the Full
£ Members may Cotivene an extraordinary meeting,
TICLE 11; EXPENSES
a} The Chairian and the host country shall be responsible for the organisation of the -

meeting. The bost country shall bear the expenses except these in item (b) of s article
described below.

b) Trvelling, hotel and dicen expenses of the delegates shall be defrayed by their
" respective arganizations,

. o 1
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_ARTICLE 12: STATUTES

a) The IHB shall be the custodian of these Statutes.

b) The amendment of the Statutes shall require the approval of at least two-thirds (2/3) of
' the Full Members of the Commissioca.

<) If amendments to the present Statutes are agreed by those Full Members atending a_
st e e e (NCRARAG: DUL: they: do- not-receive the approval of Gt [&ast two-thirds (273) of the Full
Members as required, ths Chainvan shall submit the proposal(s) by maif to all Full
Mewmbers with information copies to Associate Members, Final approval shali be subject
ta the pravisions of paragraph b of this Article, Asnendmients to the Statutes shall then
- appear in the Repont of the Meating. N

-

ARTICLE 13: THE LANGUAGE OF THE CONINMUSSION

3) The working language of the Commission shall be English.

[ LT ——PST PRSP S
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ANNEX A

RESOLUTIONTL)-OFETHE-HO-
T3 ESTABLISHMENT OF REGIONAL HYDROGRAPHIC
COMMUSSIONS (RHO) |
1 ft is resalved that the IHB shall encourage Member States having common regional

interests in datx collecting or nautical charting to form Regional H)drogmphic
Commissions (RHC) to cooperate in the undertaking of surveys and other projects. As
-partof IHO; the RHC shall ccmplcmcnt and ot ddplicare thie work of the Bureau,

{
B

2. RHCs we intended 1o provide, in pursuance of the resolutions and recommendations of
the [HO, regional coordination with regard to nautical infommtion, hydrographic
surveys, production of nautical charts and decuments, training and technical assistance,
They (RHC) should enable, gcm.rnlly, de exchange of information and consultation
berween the hydrographic scrvices concemed. Geagraphically adjacent RHCs shou!d
liatge with cach other,

1. RHCs shall be propetly conshituted and have activities in tine with the objeclives of the
IHO ds described in Article 1T of the Convention on the HO. Geograpbical areas of the
RHC will nonnally coincide with [N regions, modified as appmpriate to meet regional
reyuiccisents and special circumstances. There are Spu:m] provisions for Region M
{Anmtarctica) becavse of its special status.

4. RHC memberstup should include Rull inembers, associate members, and observers. Full
membership 1s ceserved for HQ Member States within the tegion who establish and
sign the statutes of the RHC. Associate membership is available to coastal states of the
tegion pon tHO members bul who ase signatories of the satutes of the RHC. Quler
Membrer States of the HO may participate as asseciate members {as siguatories (o the
stagutes of the RHC) or observers, if they contribiete 10 the salety of navigation by Ueir
activities in the fields ef bydrography, nautical chasting, or nautical information in the
region converned. Organizations active in the regioh concermed, n die fields of
hrdrography. nautical chacting, nautical information, or aids to navigalion way be
invited to participate as observers.

~“The working languages used by the RHC shall be agreed upon by their members and

. designated to cnsure the best communication between participants, The reports and LHO

documents refating to RHC activides shall be in at least one of e officin ianguages of

. the 1Q. Far correspardence with the Bureay, oue of the official tanguages of the LHO
shail bt: used.

in

6. A rcprcscnmwe of the Burcau shall be invited to attend meetings of the RHC.

7. The Chairs of RHCs will repart their activities and future plans to the relevant sessions
of the {.H. Conference. Betsveen sessions, reports of studics or othier activitics, which
may be considered of general interest to all Member States, should be sent by the Chair
of the RHC 10 the Bureau for generml dissenunation,
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